The Oregon State Library was to select the titles and prepare the orders under the direction of the State Librarian, Wesley Doak. Guidelines for the type of books to be included were prepared and revised. The original goal was to send the first shipment by December 31, 1986 In the next few years, small shipments of primarily reference books were sent from Oregon to both Fujian Provincial Library, which serves as a public library for the Province, and to Xiamen University Library. During the ceremony, she presented books donated by the student body of Highland Park Intermediate School (Beaverton, OR) and her own folktale picture books. High officials of the Department of Culture, as well as directors and deputy directors from various city and county libraries of the Fujian Province were present. Television, radio, and newspapers gave rave reports of this special event. World Journal of North America, a Chinese language newspaper, also provided good coverage of it. Following the ceremony, friends in Fujian gave Rosalind a warm reception to show their appreciation for the book donation from Oregon libraries. Up to that time, it was very difficult to purchase foreign language books from abroad due to the lack of hard currency and the high cost of English-language books in China.
During her short visit, Rosalind Wang was able to persuade the then Deputy Director of the Culture Department, Mr. Zou Wei-zhi, to appropriate extra budget funds for Fujian Provincial Library's book collection and funding for an automation system for the new building. The new Fujian Provincial Library building broke ground in 1991 and the project was completed in 1993. Phyllis Lichenstein, chair of the then Board of Trustees of the Oregon State Library, was our representative at the dedication of the new library on October 1, 1995.
After the send-off of the books, a celebratory dim sum luncheon was held on January 20, 1994 The Oregon Fujian Library connection has benefited not only the patrons who have utilized the materials received under the program and the libraries who received new information, but most especially the staff members who have had personal contact with their opposite numbers from abroad. In Portland's new Classical Chinese Garden, one of the buildings is called "Painted Boat in Misty Rain". According to the Chinese designer, this represents a boat coming from China to dock here in Oregon with a cargo of friendship. The Oregon Fujian Library connection can be likened to this boat with the connection going both ways.
